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JEE may be
tinkered to
placate
iratelITs

HRD ministry to soft sell its
one-test plan for engineering

NEW DELHI: With the Sen-
ates of two Indian Institutes
of Technology (IITs) - Kan-
pur and Delhi - opposing the
government's ‘one nation,
one test’ proposal for admis-
slons, there are indications
that some changes may be
affected in the new format
of the joint entrance exami-
nation (JEE) to end the im- -
passe.

According to highly placed
sources, the Human Resource
Development Ministry is re-vis-
iting the proposed 2013 test
format for the selection of stu-
dents for ITs, to incorporate
“suitable” changes and end the
Yogjam. ‘Twe alternative test
formats have been suggested
for incorporation in the pro-
posed IT-JEE,

According to the ITT coun-
¢il'sdecision, the proposed test
has to be conducted in two
parts—JEE-Main and JEE-Ad-
vance. A suggestion has been
made that only those students,
whoarescreened for TTs after
JEE-Main, be allowed to take
JEE-Advanced, This was dis-
cussed at the meeting of vice
chancellors of deemed to be
universities held here on Mon-
day.

Another suggestion was that
instead of giving equal weigh-
tage to class XII board marks
and performance of candidates
in JEE-Main, top 20 percentile
holders of various school
boards and their performance
in JEE-Main should be

screened for taking JEE-Ad-
vance test, which will be solely
for admissions to ITTs. This
would mean that students who
score less than 79 per cent may
not qualify to apply for admis-
sion to ITTs.

The argument is that this
system fulfills the goal of giving
importance to the school
boards, while avoiding the pit-
falls of normatisation. Howev-
er, the Ministry s not very com-
fortable with this suggestion as
it would create barriers.

The Ministry, after examin-
ing both suggestions, would
place it before the IIT council
meet on Wednesday. The Insti-
tutes of Technology Act, 1961
has empowered the T council
as the final deciding authority
on matters related to IITs, in-
cluding admission to the elite
technical institutes. But, the
Ministry is not willing to pre-
cipitate a situation that could
break up the IIT system,
sources said.

More the merrier

The HRD Ministry is also
reaching out to private techni-
cal institutions to bring them
on board the ‘one nation, one
test’ plan. At a meeting with
vice chancellors of the deemed
to be universities here, the Min-
istryurged them to participate
in the JEE to be conducted
nextyear. Itmooted the idea of
admitting students on the basis
of the school board results and
the JEE-Main,

DH News Service
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TI'Ts misusing autonomy’

Academicians are divided on the issue of Common Entrance Test

TANLA AMEER KHAN

NEW DELHI: As the bat-
tle between the Union HRD
minister Kapil Sibal and the
Indian Institutes of Technol-

ogy {IITs) rages on, a special _

meeting to resolve the issue
of the proposed Common
Entrance Test (CET) will be
held on Wednesday. Sibal's
move is supplemented by
his vision of conductin
this CET for the IITs, NITs
and IITs, which have caused
IIT-Kanpur and IIT-Dethi to
break away and hold their
own entrance exams instead.

Academicians are
divided on the issue. Slam-
ming the IITs, Professor
PB Sharma, Vice-Chancel-
lor of Delhi Technologicat
University says: "The ITTs
are misusing the autonomy
for forcing for the separate
examination for them. It
- 18 unjust to million Indian
candidates and parents. Too
many entrance examina-
tions become a problem for
the youth of India who spent
all their energy in them." A
private player in the field,
Amity University, however
agrees with the CET for-
mula, Professor

Balvinder Shukla,Vice-
Chancellor at the univer-
sity says, "The CET is a good
idea. It will save a lot of time

NEW DELHI: The warring sides are
getting ready for a showdown on the
government's policy of the one na-

tion, one test at the IIT Council meeting
scheduled for Wednesday, In the run up
to the meeting, a group of 130 deemed
engineering colleges met the humon re-
source development minister Kapil Sibal
on Monday and pledged support for the
proposed Common Entrance Test (CET),

While, on the other hand, there are
Indications that IIT, Delhi, and I3, Kanpur,
may soften their stand and hear the

for the students,’

While countering this
view, former Vice-Chair-
man of National Knowledge

Commission, Dr PM Bhar-
gava says, Tam with the IITs

on this issue and not with
Kapil Sibal. The minister

minister out once again,

The crucial meet on 27 June, cims at |
discussing the CET proposal recom-
mended by the HRD especially with the
background of IIT-Kanpur followed by
IIT-Delhi rejecting this plan and announc-
ing that they would hold their separate
entrance examination instead. As per
sources this meeting will be an ice-break-
er between the two warring sides, and
will serve the purpose of the IITs laying
their perspective before the minister so
this issue can be amicably resolved.

wants class 12 marks to be
taken into account and that
is unfair, It would be better
if the II'Ts conduct their own

exam. The objectives for
III'Ts and NIITs are differ-
ent, while all ITTs have vir-
tually identical objectives. A
student who wants to go to
IIT doesn't necessarily want
to go for IIIT or NIIT."

Professor Anil Gupta,
from the Indian Institute
of Management-Ahmed-
abad said: 'CET itself may
not be a problem so long it
is designed, implemented
and managed by the IIT fac-
ulty, while the scores of this
exam can be used by similar
institutions.’

In an earlier report Mil-
lennium Post had high-
lighted the nextus of coaching
centres and IIT teachers.

Chandan Agarwal Direc-
tor, Educomp says, ‘The
institutes are only seek-
ing an entrance procedure
which is transparent and
statistically sound. The ini-
tially proposed system had
some flaws which the insti-
tutes were dissatisfied with.
Hence the controversy. Also
its in students’ benefit to
have one exam as it reduces
the stress of giving many
exams. But some thought
needs to be given to ensure
that a student doesn't spoil
his chances because of one
bad day. Perhaps multiple
attempts can address this.’
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Yes Minister! You’ve got it right

Kapil Sibal needs to be commended for upholding the importance of Class 12
marks for admissions to 1nst1tutes of hlgher education

Pradipta K. Mohapatra

Aﬁer visiting New Dethi in the
id-1970s, the editor of an impor-
tant American newspaper, the story
goes, wrote that only in two places are
Indians not permitted to have a drink at
a five-star hotel — South Africa, and
India!

Sadly, socme 40 years later, that story
could well be about Indian degrees and
diplomas. India’s Class 12 certificates is-
sued by the Indian Certificate of Second-
ary Education (ICSE), Central Board of
Secondary Education (CBSE) and vari-
ous State Boards are accepted as a qual-
ifying score for an admission to
undergraduate classes in more than half
of the top 200 universities in the world.
The only country where these certifi-
cates are not accepted (or scores not
recognised) is India itself. Why else
would we run a plethora of entrance
tests for admission inte universities or
institutes, the Indian Institutes of Tech-
nology (IIT) included? It is well recog-
nised that there is great discrepancy
between boards. The Odisha Board of
Secondary Education may not be compa-
rable to say, Delhi. But going by thé num-
ber of students from Odisha crawling
around Delhi University, this may not be
entirely correct.

Coaching industry at Kota

Union Minister of Human Resource
Development (HRD) Kapil Sibal has now
got it right by recogrising that the Class
12 score must be considered, at least in
part, for admission into higher education
including the IITs. This, I hope, is the
first step towards abolishing all entrance
tests and recognising the certificates
that are in any case issued by the govern-
ment. By not recognising the Class 12
score we have created what we would call
“Kota style education,” which at the last
count was a Rs.50,000 crore industry.

To elaborate: some 1,00,000 students
on completion of Class 10 carry their bag
and baggage, and at times, alongwith one
of their parents, and travel to Kota, Ra-
jasthan, The back-breaking two years in-
volve admitting themselves to one of the
several hundred coaching classes for the
IITs, National Institutes of Technology
(NIT) or medical colleges, where they

RAT RACE: Students start preparing for the competitive entrance exams
ntuch before their school leaving year. A file picture of students at an
IIT coaching centre in Chennal. — PHOTO: V. GANESAN

work for about 18 hours a day. Neither
the soaring temperatures in Kota nor the
appalling living conditions bother them.
As passing Class 12 is mandatory to get
into the IITs, these students get admit-
ted to one or another board as distance
learners. They need only a pass certif-
icate — the scores are unimportant,

“Kota style” education now thrives in
the backstreets of Bethia, Berhampur
and Tirunelveli. Tt is a $10-billion indus-
try, and is now run by many public limit-
ed companies, some hugely funded by
overseas private equity funds — $10 bil-
lion is more than the government’s an-
nual funding to the University Grants
Commission (UGC). _

Mr. Sibal needs to be complimented
for brmgmg sanity into higher education
by recognising that our own degrees and
diplomas must be counted in admissions
to our own colleges and universities.

As for the hue and ery created by IIT
alumni associations about the Ministes’s

proposal to democratise 1IT admission, '

you don’t have to be a genius to appre-
ciate and understand the sentiments of
the IIT alumni, Let us not forget that
they are all born and brought up in the
same country as us and have grownup in
the same feudal culture. They are the
neo-Brahmins. After all, how can they

permit children of lesser castes to get
into their temples? This is the overriding
sentiment. The purported line is that we
must protect quality of education of the
IITs. But the real need is to protect the
1ITs from “Kota style” coaching classes.

Five-point agenda

Here is a five-point agenda to improve
higher education, particularly technical
education, in India.

e Create capacity: Permit private in-
stitutions to significantly increase ca-
pacity. It is well known that the school to
college dropout ratio is 70 per cent. The
moment we say this, the bogey raised is
that quality will fall, Therefore, what is
required is a strong autonomous regu-
lator that will certify the quality of edu-
cation, like in all developed parts of the
world. Encouraging quality, removing
bottlenecks, and enhancing capacities
should be the cornerstone architecture
of the regulators rather than “control.”

Government managed (read con-
trolled) technical education is now about
10 per cent of the total number of seats.
Increase the capacity of the IITs and
NITs by 5x. People ask, where are the
teachers (of “quality”)? The answer is to
increase the compensation package of
teachers by 5x. Many corporate orga-

nisations art willing to sponsor chairs in
much the same way as it happens in the
western world, to pay deserving
teachers. ’

e Introduce for-profit higher educa-
tion: The best kept secret is that the
currently structured trust managed edu-
cational institutions are truly not “not-
for-profit.” We must acknowledge that
and ask the regulator to grant, say, a 12
per cent equated return to investors in
these institutes and universities,

e Create a band of adjunct faculty:
Top educational institutions al} over the
world operate with a strong partnership
with industry and business. The starting
point is to get a large list of volunteers
from industry who are willing to devote
time as adjunct faculty. Clearly there are ’
issues of consistency in education deliv-

' _ery but industry bodies like the Confed-

eration of Indian Industry (CII) can very
well be motivated to provide this thrust,
We need to work on a model of how
academics can work hand in hand with
practising managers.

& Privatise some IITs and NITs: priv-
atising a non-profit organisation is

- bound to stir up a hornet’s nest. But

some IITs and NITs can be privatised on
an experimental basis.

@ Create competition: Before the pri-
vate universities bill has even been
passed, the HRD Ministry is already talk-
ing about controls. The anti-competition
lobby is already working to eliminate
future competition. If our objective is to
create capacity, let us welcome any regis-
tered university from any respectable
part of the world. Competition will de-
cide whether the students want to go to
Delhi University or Hawaii University’s
campus in Delhi!

Amartya Sen, the Nobel laureate, said
when asked about the large number of
rural schools in India that have only one
room and one teacher, “I will have a
school with only one room and one
teacher rather than no school at all.” We
can’t change overnight our higher educa-
tion to match MIT, Harvard or Oxford.
Let’s start with capacity creation as the
top most agenda. In the meanwhile, con-
gratulations Mr. Minister for the first,
forward-looking step.

(Pradipta K. Mohapatra is a Chennai-
based executive coach for corporates.)
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HT, Lucknow

Key issues likely to come up
at IIM directors’ meet today

HT Correspondent

m lkoreportersdesk@hindustantimes.com

LUCKNOW: Directors of all the 13
[IMs are expected to arrive in
Lucknow on Tuesday for a high
level meeting to be chaired by
Kapil Sibal, minister of human
resource development (MHRD).

Industrialists like Mukesh
Ambani, JJ Irani, Vijaypath
Singhania are chairmen of var-
ious [IMs but it's still not clear
whether all of them would come
to Lucknow.

However, most of the 13 direc-
tors from IIM Ahmedabad,
Bangalore, Calcutta, Indore,
Kashipur, Kozhikode, Lucknow;
Raipur, Ranchi, Rohtak,
Shillong, Tiruchirappali and
Udaipur are expected to be here.
The exact agenda of the meet-
ing is not known but with the
government having reportedly
approved the amended memo-
randum of understanding
(MoA), some old ITIMs are set to
enjoy greater autonomy.

Soissues like faculty appoint-
ment, salary structure, setting
up new campuses and satellite
campuses could be discussed.

m Besides, Kapil Sibal industrial-
ists like Mukesh Ambani, JJ Irani,
Vijaypath Singhania are chairmen
of various lIMs but it's still not
clear whether all of them would
come to Lucknow.

m However, most of the 13 direc-
tors from IIM Ahmedabad,

Senior officials of the MHRD
too are expected to arrive for
the day-long high profile meet,
that would be held on the I[IM-
Lucknow campus.

This is the first time when
[IM-L would be playing host for
a meeting of all IIM directors
and chairmen. Such meetings,
that have earlier been held in
Bangalore and Delhi are now
being held every six months on
Sibal's initiative. to meet and

s INANUTSHELL

Bangalore, Calcutta, Indore,
Kashipur, Kozhikode, Lucknow,
Raipur, Ranchi, Rohtak, Shillong,
Tiruchirappali and Udaipur are
expected to be here.

= The exact agenda of the meet-
ing is not known but with the gov-
ernment having reportedly
approved the amended memoran-
dum of understanding (MoA),
some old lIMs are set to enjoy
greater autonomy.

m So issues like faculty appoint-
ment, salary structure, setting up
new campuses and satellite cam-
puses could be discussed.

jointly discuss issues relating to
[IMs.

The host institute, among the
four oldest IIMs (IIM-A, B and
C) of the country has last year
inked a pact with the prestigious
Kelley School of Business at
Indiana University, Indiana USA
under which both institutes have
agreed to mutually support each
other and closely collaborate for
research and faculty and stu-
dent exchange programme.
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II'T-Delhi gets court
notice for denying seat
under handicapped quota

Staff Reporter

NEW DELHI: The Delhi High
Court on Monday issued ano-
tice to the Indian Institute of
Technology, Delhi, on a pet-
ition by a student challenging
denial of admission to him
under the physically-chal-
lenged reservation quota fol-
lowing his medical test
conducted by a board declar-
ing him unfit for the benefit.
According to the petition,
Amit Kumar has been ranked
113rd in the merit list of this
year's IIT-JEE under the res-
ervation quota for the phys-
ically challenged.
. According to the rank, he
was directed to IIT-Delhi for
pre-admission formalities.
The petitioner submitted
he was called for a medical

examination by IIT-Delhi to
check his disability claim.
The medical board which
conducted the test on him
said that he was not 40 per
cent orthopedically hand-
icapped which is mandatory
to claim the benefit under the
reservation quota, the pet-

. ition stated.

‘Only 24% disability’

Following the test report,
IIT-Delhi refused him admis-
sion saying that he was not a
physically-challenged candi-
date under The Persons with
Disabilities (Equal Opportu-
nities, Protection of Rights
and Full Participation) Act,
1995, as his disability was on-
ly 24 per cent, the petition
said.

The petitioner challenged

his medical examination sub-
mitting that when he had pre-
sented to the institution the
medical certificate declaring
him 40 per cent disabled is-
sued by the Darbhanga Med-
ical College and Hospital
which is a competent author-
ity to issue the certificate un-
der the Act.

The petitioner hails from
Bihar,

He urged the Court to di-
rect IIT-Delhi to immediately
consider his candidature for
admission under the physi-
cally-challenged quota and
grant admission to him to a
suitable college to which the
petitioner was duly entitled
to. :
The Court asked IIT-Delhi

* to file reply to the petition by

July 2.
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Denied admission,
disabled student
takes IIT to court

NEW DELHI: The Delhi High
Court Monday issued notice to
the Indian Institute of Technol-
ogy-Delhi for denying admis-
sion to a student under the
handicapped category on the
ground that his disability was
less than 40 percent. Justice
Pratibha Rani sought the re-
sponse of ITT-D by July 2, the
next date of hearing.

Petitioner Amit Kumar's ad-
vocate Ashok Aggarwal said
that the student underwent a
medical examination at the in-
stance of the ITT June 5 and the
institute disqualified his admis-
sion saying that the he was 24
percent disabled instead of the
40 per cent required to qualify
under the category.

He is orthopedically disabled
due to stiffness of knee and hip,
Aggarwal said.

“It is pertinent to mention
herein that the procedure
adopted by IIT-Delhi is ab-
solutely illegal, unjustified and
unwarranted in as much as the
petitioner was already having
a valid certificate saying that

the petitioner is suffering from
40 per cent disability,” said the
petition.

It said the board of doctors
which examined the petitioner
at the instance of IIT, was not
validly constituted for the pur-
pose of issuance of disablement
certificate under the Persons
With Disabilities (Equal Op-
portunities, Protection of
Rights and Full Participation)
Act,

The procedure adopted by
the board was unreasonable,
non-transparent and unjust,
said Aggarwal.The petition
claimed that the petitioner pos-
sessed a valid disability certifi-
cate from Darbhanga Medical
College and Hospital in Bihar
which said that he was 40 per
cent disabled. Counsel claimed
once a child had been issued a
certificate of 40 per cent dis-
ability by a competent author-
ity, he could not be called upon
to undergo any medical exam-
ination as a pre-condition for
admission to ITT.
1ANS
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Disabled challenges IIT rejection in court

New Delhi, June 25: The
Delhi high court on
Monday issued notice to
the Indian Institute of
Technology-Delhi (IIT-D)
for denying admission to a
student under the handi-
capped category on the
ground that his disability
was less than 40 per cent.
Justice Pratibha Rani
sought IIT-D response by
July 2, the next date of
hearing,

Petitioner Amit Kumar's
advocate Ashok Aggarwal
said that the student

underwent -a medical
examination at the
instance of the IIT on June
5 and the institute disqual-
ified his admission saying
that the he was 24 per cent
disabled instead of the 40
per cent required to quali-
fy under the category.

He is orthopaedically dis-
abled due to stiffness of
knee and hip, Mr Aggarwal
said. “It is pertinent to
mention herein that the

procedure adopted by IIT-,

Delhi is absolutely illegal,
unjustified and unwarrant-

ed inasmuch as the peti-
tioner was already having
a valid certificate saying
that the petitioner is suf-
fering from 40 per cent dis-
ability,” said the petition.
It said the board of doc-
tors which examined the
petitioner at the instance
of IIT, was not validly con-
stituted for the purpose of
issuance of disablement
certificate under the
Persons With Disabilities
(Equal Opportunities,
Protection of Righis and
Full Participation) Act.

The procedure adopted by
the board was unreason-
able, non-transparent and
unjust, claimed - Mr
Aggarwal.

The petition claimed that
the petitioner possessed a
valid disability certificate
from Darbhanga Medical
College and Hospital in
Bihar which said that he
was 40 per cent disabled.

Mr Agarwal claimed that
once a child had heen
issued a certificate of 40
per cent disability by a
competent authority, he

could not be called upon to
undergo any medical
examination as a pre-con-
illi"{‘ion for admission to the

“The impugned action on
the part of the IIT in reject-
ing the candidature of the
petitioner for admission on
the ground that the peti-
tioner does not fulfil the
requisite qualification of
40 per cent disability is
arbitrary, incorrect, dis-
criminatory, unreasonable
and unconstitutional,” the
petition said. — IANS
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IT to advise on drainage plan

New Delhi: The Delhi gov-
ernment has decided to ap-
point IIT Delhi as a consult-
ant to draft the drainage
masterplan forthecity It will
replacethe 1981 plan.

Delhi State Spatial Data
Infrastructure and Geo Spa-
tial Delhi Limited will pro-
vide data to IIT free of cost.
These will alsoassistthe con-
sultant and the stakeholders
in implementing the project.

Thedecision was taken at
a cabinet meeting on Mon-
day, with chief minister Shei-
1a Dikshit pointing out that
the master plan has been in
the making since 2007 and
the drainage system needs
an overhaul due to new colo-
nies and unplanned growth.
“A master plan is essential as
the existing system has he-
cometooold to berepairedor
revived,” Dikshitsaid. mn

NEW DELHI, DHNS: The state
¢abinet on Monday gaveits
nod for appointing Indian
Institute of Technology, Del-
hi, as a consultant to pre-
pare the drainage master
plan for the Capital. The cab-
inet also decided to take a
holistic approach while
preparing the master plan.

The decision was taken at a
meeting chaired by chief min-
ister Sheila Dikshit.

She said the last drainage
master plan was finalised in
1981. Since then a sea change

Deccan Herald ND 26/06/2012 p-2

lIT to help prepare drainage master plan

has taken place in Delhi as pop-
ulation and habitation have
reached saturation levels, she
added.

According to Dikshit, the
drainage master plan prepared
by theirrigation and flood con-
trol department was supposed
to be reviewed to integrate it
with the DDA’s master plan of
2001

But instead of reviewing it,
the drainage system has been
upgraded in a piecemeal man-
ner from time to time by re-
modeling some existing drains

and building a few drains by
civic agencies as per their re-
quirements, said Dikshit.
“The Delhi Development
Authority has now notified
Master Plan Delhi 2021, which
takes a fresh approach to
drainage problems. It incorpo-
rates provisions of effluent
treatment plants at outfall of
drains and a time-bound pro-
gramme for augmentation and
capacity revision of existing
drains,” said Dikshit.
According to her, it was de-
cided in 2007 that a new

drainage master plan must be
prepared, keeping in view the
fast-changing urban scenario
due to mushrooming colonies,
unplanned growth and expan-
sion of multi-storey buildings.

“A realistic drainage master
plan will take shape to take care
of future drainage needs of the
capital,” said Dikshit.

Anew drainage master plan
has become essential as the
current system has become too
old to be repaired. The cabinet
will also appoint Delhi as a con-
sultant for preparing a

drainage master plan for all ar-
eas under the National Capital
Territory.

Official moves court
Mahender Nagpal, leader of
the House in North Delhj Mu-
nicipal Corporation, has ap-
pealed to the Dethi High Court
to instruct the government to
ensure cleaning up of major
drains, reports JANS. He said
the inaction of the public works
department and the irrigation
department was nullifying the
civic agencies’ efforts.
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NEw DELHI, JunE 25

The Cabinet today gave its
nod for appointing the Indian
Institute of Technology (IIT)
Delhi as a consultant for
preparation of master plan of
drainage (MPD) for the cap-
ital city. .

While talking to mediaper-
sons after the Cabinet meet-
ing, Chief Minister Sheila
Dikshit said that the earlier
Master Plan of Drainage was
finalised in 1981, It was pre-
pared by engaging the depart-
mental staff.

Tribune ND 26/06/2012 p.3

IIT Delhi to plan city’s drainage

Since then a sea change had
taken place in the scenario of
Delhi as population and habi-
tation had reached a level of
saturation.

The MPD prepared by the
irrigation and flood control
has to integrate it with the
Master Plan 2001 of the Delhi
Development  Authority
(DDA), but instead of review-
ing it, the drainage system has
been upgraded in piecemeal
manner from time to time by
way of remodeling of some
existing drainage and con-
struction of a few new drains
by various civic agencies.

The DDA has notified the

MPD 2021 in which a fresh
approach to drainage problem
is suggested, which incorpo-
rate provision of effluent
treatment plants at outfall of
drains, a time bound pro-
gramme for augmentation
and capacity revision of exist-
ing drains and proposing new
drains due to fast urbanisation
of the city.

Dikshit said that keeping in
view the fast changing sce-
nario due to coming up of the
new colonies, unplanned

growth and multi-storey char--

acteristic of expansion, in
2007 it was decided to pre-
pare a new MPD. Further,

preparation of the new
drainage master plan had also
become essential as the sys-
tem had become too old to be
repaired or revived. The
instances of chocking of
drains were being regularly
noticed.

Further, the Delhi State Spa-
tial Data Institute or Geo Spa-
tial Delhi Limited will pro-
vide data available with them
to consultant, free of cost.

Dikshit expressed confi-
dence that new MPD would

'take shape to take care of the

future drainage needs of the
capital to make it a world-
class city.
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10T Delhi to prepare Master Plan of Drainage

statesman news ‘service

NEW DELHI, 25 JUNE: Delhi cab-
inet today gave its nod for
appointing [T Delhi as a consul-
tant for preparation of Master
Plan of Drainage for the Capital
city. It was also decided to expe-
dite preparation of Master Plan
of Drainage taking a holistic
approach, The decision was
taken at a cabinet meeting
chaired by the chief minister, Mrs
Sheila Dikshit.

While briefing media after the
cabinet meeting, Mrs Dikshit
said that the last Master Plan of
Drainage “was finalised in the
year 1981. It was prepared by the
departmental staff. Since then a
sea change has taken place in the

scenario of Delhi as population

and habitation have reached a
level of saturation.

“The Mast¢r Plan of Drainagé
prepared by I&FC was sup-
posed to be reviewed to inte-
grate it with the Master Plan
2001 of DDA, but instead of
reviewing it the drainage system

has been upgraded in piecemeal
manner from time to time by
way of remodeling of some exist-
ing tIrainage and construction of
a few new drains by various civic
agencies as per their require-
ments,” said Mrs Dikshit,

The DDA has since notified
MPD-2021 wherein 4 fresh
approach to drainage problem
is suggesied, which incorporate
provision of Effluent Treatment
Plants at outfall of drains, a time
bound programme for augmen-
tation and capacity revision of
existing drains, proposing new
drains due to fast urbanization

of the city and the reduction of -

rural area resulting increased
run off, and thereby, necessitat-

_ing review and upgradation of

existing drainage system.

Mrs Dikshit further said that
it was decided in 2007 that the
new Master Plan of Drainage
must be prepared, keeping in
view, the fast changing scenatio
due to coming up of the new
colonies, unplanned growth
and multi storey characteristic

of expansion. Further, prepara-
tion of the new Drainage Master:
Plan has also become essential
as the system has become (oo
old to be repaired or revived.
Moreover, the instances of chok-:
ing of drains are being regularly
noticed. _
“The Cabinet has decided tu;
appoint the Indian Institute of
Technology, Delhi as consultant
for preparation of the Master.
Plan of Drainage for NCT of.
Delhi. Further, the DSSDI/Geo
Spatial Delhi Limited will pro-
vide data available with them to.
the consultant, free of cost,”’
added the chief minister.
Further, DSSDI/Geo Spatial .

_ Delhi shall continue to assist the

consultant and all stakeholders.
for the implementation of this
project on the ground. Mrg
Dikshit expressed confidence’
that z realistic and most feasible
Master Plan of Drainage will
take shape to take care of the
future drainage needs of the
Capital city to make it a world
class city.
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IIT-Delhi to formulate
Master Plan for Drainage

Gaurav Vivek Bhatnagar

NEW DELHI: Chief Minister
Sheila Dikshit on Monday di-
rected the Irrigation and
Flood Control Department to
itself contact Indian Institute
of Technology, Delhi, for for-
mulating a Master Plan for
Drainage in the Capital.

While the matter was listed
before the Delhi Cabinet for a
decision on allowing the
study, the Chief Minister said
for such routine matters as
this, in which an amount of
less than Rs, 1 crore was in-
volved for the student, the
Departments should take the
initiative and act on their
OWIL. .

As per the proposal, IIT-
Delhi would conduct a study
within 18 months detailing
how Delhi should deal with
its drains. i '

. Ms. Dikshit had in 201] di-
rected outsourcing the main-
tenance of drainage system
and the Department had then
got down to preparing a Mas-
ter Plan. For the job, [IT=-Del-
hi wag shortlisted and it is
expected to be paid a sum of
Rs. 80 lakhs for undertake the
detailed study. The last Mas-
ter Plan of Drainage was final-
ised in the year 1981 and was
prepared by the staff of the
department.

Incidentally, the Master
Plan of Drainage prepared by
I&FC Department was sup-
posed to be reviewed to in-
tegrate it with the Master
Flan 2001 of DDA but instead
of reviewing it the drainage
system was upgraded in. a
piecemeal manner from time
to time by way of remodelling
of some existing drainage and
construction of a few new
drains by various civic agen-

' lIT-Delhi Is expected to be paid a sum of Rs. 80 .
lakh for undertake the detailed study

® |t will conduct a study within 18 months detailing
how Deihi should deal with its drains

cies as per their
requirements,

The DDA had then notified
Master Plan for Delhi 2021
wherein a fresh approach to
drainage problem was sug-
gested, which incorporated
provisicn of effluent treat-
ment plants at outfall of
drains, a time bound pro-

gramme for augmentation
and capacity revision of exist-
ing drains, proposing new
drains due to fast urbanisa-
tion of the city and the reduc-
tion of rural area resulting
increased run off, and there-
by, necessitating review and
upgrading of existing drain-
age system.
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‘Students in coveted IIT B depts unhappy lot’

Other Students On Cam

Yogita Rao | rnn

appiness does not have any-

thing to do with getting into

the most-sought-after cours-
esin[ITs. Instead, it may have an in-
verse relationship,

A survey conducted at the Indi-
an Instituteof Techneclogy Bombay
(ITB)on the happiness quotient of
studentsrevealsthatthe onesinthe
computer science engineering and
electrical engineering depart-
ments are not as happy as their
counterparts in other depart-
ments. Incidentally, these two
courses are most preferred by stu-
dents in the first year at IIT B, al-
most every year

This year too, IIT B’s
courses in these two
branches were among the

I
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The survey conducted in the in-
stitute also shows that the students
on the campus, in general too, are
not happy as compared to the aver-
age individual’s happiness score
(4.3). While the average happiness
on the campus is found to be 3.43,

girls are slightly on the better side,
with 3.44, but boys on the campus
arelower than average, withascore
of 3.34.

The survey was conducted us-
ing the Oxford Happiness Question-
naire developed by psychologists
Michael Argyle and Peter Hills at
Oxford University as it is consid-
ered as the accurate technique to
measure psychological well-being.

In the department wise survey,
aerospace (3.76), civil (3.67), energy
(3.64)departmentsmanagedtogeta
better average than the chemistry
(3.40), chemical (3.34), electrical
(3.29) and computer science (3.27)
departments in the happiness sur-
vey, Metallurgical (3.49) and me-
chadlical (3.45) departments take
the middle positions. Students in
theelectrical and computer science

departments are the least happy on
the campus. The survey also shows
that 80% students agree to ‘there is
a gap between what I would like to
do and what I have done’ question.

Statistics taken of students
from each year, revealed that stu-
dents are happiest in their third
year (3.56), though not happier than
the average score, The lowest score
was achieved by studentsin the sec-
ond year (3.21). A student on the
campus claimed that ‘the pressure
factor hits students only after clear-
ing the first year, which could be
cne reason why they are not happy
intheir second year’.

The survey which was conduct-

" ed by Akhil Srivatsan for the insti-

tute’s in-house students’ magazine
had more than 200 respondents,
with at least 10-15 on an average

Business Line, ND 26/06/2012
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Sibal inaugurates IIT Bombay |
workshop to train 10,000 teachers

Mumbai, june 25 -

e Union Minister of Human Resource :
Development, Mr Kapil Sibal, today inaugurated a
training programme for 10,000 teachers conducted by
JIT Bombay. The programme is under the ‘Talk to a
Teacher’ project of the National Mission on Education
through Information and Communication Technology
(NME-ICT) of the Ministry of Human Resource
- Development. Mr Sibal joined through a video-link live
from New Delhi and interacted with students and
professors from colleges in Kanyakumari, Srinagar,
Rajkot and Nagpur, Training for 10,000 engineering . -

college teachers from across the country is being

conducted leveraging the broadband network and ICT -
tools, a release said. This training programme is
conducted through 168 remote centres located alf across
India. The lectures in this course are delivered from IIT
gc')_xlnbay by Professors of I1T Bombay and 11T Madras. -

pus Too Score Miserably On Happiness Quotient, Finds Study

from each department. “We wanted
to conduct this survey at our insti-
tutetocheck theaveragelifestyle of
an individual on the campus. On
how the life is going on the campus.
The Oxford questionnaire was al-
ready available to us, so we picked
upspecificquestions which wereal-
so true for students on the campus
and conducted the survey” said
chief editor of the magazine, Sai-
deep Sudi.

Some of the questions included
how optimistic students feel about
theirfutureand how happythey are
based on the departments they
belong to. “Though we don't
claim that the figures could be
exact depiction of the reality
we tried to have guite a representa-
tion from each year and from each
department.

Page 13 of 18



Times of India ND 26-Jun-12

P10

8 univ tie-ups picked for Obama-Singh awards

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: A seriesof institution-
al partnerships aimed at propell-
ing research and training in the
field of energy security climate
change, agriculture sciences and
health services are part of the Oba-
ma-Singh Initiative announced re-
cently

As part of the bilateral educa-
tion partnership, eight collabora-
tive efforts have been awarded.
Among the India-led partnerships
inctude tie-ups between Rutgers
University and Tata Institute of So-
cial Sciences (TISS) to establish a
nationhal vocational school in India
that will eventually train up to 1
million people every year.

The vocational school has been
designed to assist up to 80% Indian
graduates considered unemploy-
able by multinational companies
and to increase the number of
young people taking part in formal
vocational education and training
(Just4% of the population).

For India, the most pressing
need is to reform its higher educa-
tion and widen the skill develop-
ment system, developing scalable
solutions that can rapidly enhance
the quality and quantity of educa-
tional opportunities available to
the 550 million Indians under the

THE CHOSEN ONES

> 8 partnership projects

Obama-Singh Knowledge
Initiative Awards

INDIAN-LED PARTNERSHIPS
» Mahatma Gandhi University
partners with Brown University,
Duke University & Plymouth
State University .

» BHU with Uriv of Pittsburgh

» HT Kanpur with Virginia
Tech University

» 1IT D with Drexel University

US-LED PARTNERSHIPS

» Rutgers, State University of
New Jersey partner with Tata
Institute of Soclal Sciences

» University of Montana
with Bangalore University

» Cornel University with
University of Agricultural
Sciences, Dharwad, and
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
University of Agriculture
and Technology, Meerut

» University of Michigan
with Maharashtra University

of Health Sciences

age of 25. US-led partnerships in
clude University of Montana and
Bangalore University addressing
impact of climate change and
changes in socio-economic struc-
ture on traditional agriculture and
development of sustainable com-
munities among indigenous pop-
ulations. Cornell University with
University of Agricultural Sci-
ences, Dharwad and Sardar Val-
labhbhai Patel University of Agri-
culture and Technology, Meerut,
will work on implementing re-
formed curriculum in emerging ar-
easof agriculture and food security,

University of Michigan hastied
up with Maharashtra University of
Health Sciences to jointly developa
masters degree for health profes-
sion faculty in the US and India.
The programme will include public
health, nursing, medicine, dentis-
try, pharmacy, physiotherapy, occu-
pational therapy and Indian sys-
tems of medicine.

Other Indialed partnerships
were between Mahatma Gandhi
University and Brown University,
Duke University and Plymouth
State University to study an inter-
disciplinary and community ori-
ented approach toward sustainable
development. Banaras Hindu Uni-
versity will partner with Universi-
ty of Pittsburgh toresearch the par-

adigm shift in energy scenario for
the 21st century toward renewahle
energy sources required for both
Indiaand theUS. WhileIIT Kanpur

'is expected to join hands with Vir-

giniaTech for an international pro-
gramme on sustainable infrastruc-
ture development, its Delhi
counterpart will work on resource
building for ecosystem and human
health risk assessment with spe-
cial reference tomicrobial contam-
ination with Drexel University.

According tothe HRD ministry,
each project will receive an award
of $250,000 that can be utilized over
the three year grant period, with
theaim of encouraging mutual un-
derstanding, educational reform
and economic growth. PM Manmo-
han Singh and US President Ba-
rack Obama had committed $5mil-
lion each as part of the endeavour
to build an enhanced India-US
partnership in education.

Apart from the Obama-Singh
Initiative, India has algo planned to
establish 100 community colleges.
It has also announced the C V Ra-
man Fellowship with the first
tranche of 300 junior faculty mem-
bers to be placed for post-doctoral
research in American higher edu-
cation institutions in October. :
About 10,500 faculty members will .
be sent over five years.
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DEEMED VARSITIES FOR SINGLE EXAM PLAN

NEW DELHE: A meeting of the vice chancellors of deemed uni-
versities was held under the chairmanship of ministeg,
Kapil Sibal on Monday to discuss the Joint Entratce
Examination for admission to engineering courses and
implementation of uniform accounting standards in these
institutions. After detailed discussions, the deemed universi-
ties welcomed the proposal to have a single exam in engi-
neering, giving weightage to school board marks. Sibal also
suggested the setting up of a council for all the deemed-to-be
universities to coordinate matters of common interest.

Asian Age ND 26/06/2012

Deemed-to-be varsities.

Pl PR ¥) 2

give nod for single exam

AGE CORRESPONDENT \\‘&
NEW DELHI, JUNE25 YA

Pespite facing strong
opposition from the IIT
faculty and alumni associ-
aticns, Union human
resource development
minister Kapil Sibal on
Monday met the represen-
tatives of deemed-to-be
universities and secured
their in-principle
approval for the *“one-
nation one-examination”
plan for engineering
courses.

Sources stated that the
HRD  minister, who
chaired the meeting, was
able to secure the
approval of deemed-to-be
universities for adopting

Kapil Sibal

the new common entrance
examination for engineer-
ing programmes from
2013.

Most of the approximate-
ly 130 deemed universities
have engineering colleges
and their approval of the

“one-nation one-examina-
tion” plan was considered
important for its success.
Presently, most deemed-
to-be universities conduct
their own entrance exami-
nation while some are
part of the AlllIndia
Engineering  Entrance
Examination.

S0 far aspirants to an
engineering programme
had to appear for multiple
examinations. “During
the discussion the minis-
ter apprised them of the
benefits of joining the
common test and assured
the institutes that they
will have complete free-
dom in choosing weigh-
tages for Class 12 and JEE
Main,"” sources stated,
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Deemed univs
get option of
taking common
entrance exam

fe Bureau

New Delhi, June 25: Even
asclarity eludes the issue of
a common entrance test
(CET)for IndianInstitutesof
Technology (IITs) and other
government funded engi.
neering institutes, the min-
istry of human resource de-
velopment (HRD) on

Mondayofferedsomerespite
to the deemed universities
by giving them the option of
accepting the scores of All
India Engineering Entrance
Examination or conducting
theirown test.

“The ministry has decid-
ed to setup a 13 member
council to lock into the mat-
ters related to deemed uni-
versities, Institutes who
want to accept AIEEE
scores, will have to give 40%
weightage toclass 12 marks.
However, the minister has
calledfor anothermeetingto
discuss the entrance exams
for those institutes which
don't want to accept AIEEE
marks,” said G
Viswanathan, Chancellor,
VIT University which is a
deemed university Almost
30 deemed universities met
education minister Kapil
Sibal to discuss the issite of
CET for these universities

Jmost of which have engi-

heering institutes,

However, ministry offi-
cials said that the universi-
ties have given an in-princi-
pal approval for a CET Most
of theseuniversitieslike VIT
Vellore, BITS Pilani, Thapar
Universityand Manipal Uni-
versity, among others have |
been conducting their own

entranceexams.
“If a CET is conducted
fairly, then it will not take
away our autonomy More-
over, it reduces the stress of
multiple exams on students.
We are open towhat the gov-
ernment says,” said a senior
official Manipal University
Themeetingwasalsosup-
posed to discuss a uniform
accounting standards for
these varsities in 2013 to
bring in transparency re-
garding accounting and in-
vestments. “Though there
was a presentation made on
the accounting standards to
befollowed, theissuewasnot
takenupintoday’smeeting,”
Viswanathanadded.
Besides, T Ramasami,
chairmanof beard of gover-
nors of IT Ropar has been
asked to give a presentation
on the way class 12 board
scores can be normalised
fore deemed universities.
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Tablet Akash II
launched, to hit
colleges by Dec

HT Correspendsnt

» letters@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: A better, faster, longer-
lasting low-cost computer tablet
—the Aakash II -~ was launched
at the Indian Institute of
Technology-Bombay (UT-B) on
Monday, three months after the
institute took over the reins of
the project from IIT-Jodhpur.
IIT-B has already developed
applications for the tablet, and
plans for several more. The insti-
tute will be responsible for
procuring and distributing it,
and aims to reach more than

250 engineering colleges by the -

end of December.

A stand-off between IIT-
Jodhpur, anid Datawind, which
manufactures the tablets, had
stalled distribution in February,
after whi¢h responsibility for
the project was transferred to
IIT-B in April,

The tablet’s usage is being
planned alongside the institute’s
remote teacher training pro-
gramme for teachers scattered
across engineering colleges in the
country. Aakash II has a longer-
lasting battery, processing speed
up from 366 mega hertz to 800
mega hertz and a “capacitive
sereen” which is easier to use.

The tablet was launched
across several centres, with the
human resources development
minister Kapil Sikal officiating
via video link from Delhi, and
with several other colleges
phigged in online,

“In three months there has
been a sea change in our eonfi-
dence in the project,” said Sibal,
while launching the device.
“Aakash is no longer just a
device that only consumes con-

HOW IS IT BETTER? -

aThe screen has heen
changed from a resistive
screen to a capacitive
screen, which is costlier
but easfer to use.

s The processing speed
has been upgraded from
366 mega hertz to 800
mega hertz, which means
all programmes on the
tablet will work faster

= Battery life has been
amped up from an aver-
age life of less than 2
hours to 3 hours.

tent... Through the efforts of
IIT-Bombay, Aakash is a device
that creates content and this
will be of enormous value to our
student community”

+ In its first phase the tablets,
costing %2,276 per unit, will be
distributed among engineering
colleges, and enabled with appli-
cations including video lectures,
online quizzes and course mate-
rials. The institute will procure,
test and distribute one lakh
tablets,

“The institute’s mandate was
to carry on the project and test
the effectiveness of the tablat

in engineering education,” said -

Deepak Phatak, head of the
project at IIT-B.

In the first phase of distri-
bution set to begin in July, each
of the colleges will get 100
tablets and funding for a local
server. All the ‘Aakash’ servers

. will be inter-connected, and

applications developed at any
of the institute’s will be avail-
able for use across the board.
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CHANDIGARH, JUNE 25

The tragic death of four-
year-old Maahi after she
fell into down a borewell in
a Gurgaon village has led
to a fierce d¢bate among
Wumni of the Indian Insti-
tute of Technolo-
gy (IIT), Kanpur,
on the social
site, Facebook.
The debate con-
centrated on
what was tech-
nologically pos-
sible to avert
such tragedies in
future.

Ranjan Kumar,
who did his
BTech (Mechanical Engl-
neering) from IIT, Kanpur,
in 1986, wrote that there
were rescue robots. He
suggested that a folded
robotic arm with a camera
could have been dropped
with a rope that could be
controlled from outside to
strap up the body securely
and pull out safely.

Bal Krishan Gupta found
the idea “logical and
doable”. Gupta, who' did
his BTech in Civil Engi-
neering in 1974 from IIT,
Kanpur, said it was a great
idea -- “quicker to execute,
chances of saving life 100
per cent. Cost effective
too.”

He further suggested that
such a robot could even be
used during fires if it could
be fitted with a human sen-
sor and its outer body could
withstand temperatures up
to 300-400 degree C.

Ranjan Kumar suggested
that one, of the projects for
developing such a robot
could given to BTech stu-

Tribune ND 26/06/2012 p-7

Maahi’s death sparks debate among
IITians for developing a robot

dents in IIT, Kanpur. He
further suggested that the
robotic arm could have
“pluggable” attachments

. for various purposes -- like

audio  communication,
LED lights, food/medicine
etc.

However, there were a
few skeptics also. One
alumni, Rawat
wrote “when a
child is stuck in
the hole, how
much space is
left for some-
thing to go under
4 the child from
+.1 the child's sides,
| it would hold the
key for the suc-
cess of
equipment being
designed. Something like a
closed fist that...”

Savyasaachi Jain wrote,
“Lovely ideas about robots
and all that, but how about
a simple frame to cover the
bore hole and prevent such
mishaps in the first place?
I think this should be man-
ageable in a few hundred
rpees...”

Spurred by the debate,
Haryana State Election
Commissioner Dharam Vir,
himself a’' Master of Sci-
ence in Physics from IIT
Kanpur has written to
Director of the Kanpur IIT,
Sanjay Dhande, that it
would be a good idea if the

IITK could explore the’

possibility of developing a
technology-based rescue
mechanism for such
tragedies, '

Dharam Vir, who retired
as the Chief Secretary of
Haryana before taking up
his present assignment, has
also written to the_Union
Cabinet Secretary on the
issue.

the

SusHiL MANAVTNS

SIRsA, JUNE 25
No lessons have been leamt
in Sirsa from the tragic death

‘of Maahi, who fell in a

borewell in a Gurgaon vil-
lage, as hundreds of “death
holes” are giving an open
invitation to unsuspecting
children in the district.

The “death holes” — includ-
ing abandoned bore wells and
uncovered sewer manholes —
have resulted in accidents,
including the death of a boy
whofell in an uncovered man-
hole, in the past. But these inci-
dents have failed to awaken the
authorities from their slumber.

Residents of Sirsa’s Inder-
puri Mohalla, who have been
running from pillar to post for
getting sealed of a 350-deep
borewell left open by the Pub-
lic Health Department, raised
slogans against the slack atti-
tude of the authorities after
news of Maahi’s death
appeared in newspapers and
on television channels*“The
authorities have left this hole
uncovered for months after
they had to abandon this.
Repeated requests to the

No lessons learnt, ‘death holes” abound

A borewall left uncovered at inderpuri Mohalla in SIrsa

A Tribune photograph

authorities have failed tomove  on the issue. .
them. We fear for the life of  “Our inquiries revealed that
our small children who often  the child was he was looking
play in the streets,” said resi-  backwards while running for-
dents Sunita, Kiran, Manjit ward,” reasoned Angad Bish-
Kaur, Tilak Raj and others, noi, Superintending Engineer.

The functioning of the Pub-  of the Public Health Depart-
lic Health Department is so  ment in Sirsa. ’
casual that scores of manholes He maintained that the
in Sirsatown, Raniaand Ellen-  department acted promptly:
abad are still lying uncovered  when informed of unsealed,
for long despite death of a  borewells or uncovered man-
five-year-old child by falling  holes, but alleged that people'
in an open manhole on Febru-  stole the covers soon,
aty 5, 2011, Aleading district of Haryana'

Human life, it seems, isnot ~ in agriculture, Sirsa has near-;
very important for the author- 1y 58,000 tubewells. :
ities as no action has so far ~ Many farmers callously:
been taken against any official leave the bores uncovered
for the child’s death despite whenever it fails to providé:
agitations and demonstrations  suitable water after digging.

Qun CORRESPONDENT

»

Rewari, JUNE 25 '

A migrant woman
labourer Kashi Baj of Mad-
hya Pradesh died while
another male labourer
Pearey Lal Kushwaha sus-
tained serious injuries
when they were buried in a
15-ft  deep pit of

a toll plaza, which ‘is
under construction after
the Earth abruptly caved in
on the Rewari-Roktak road
at Jat Gangaicha village, 8
km from here, yesterday.

The injured Pearey Lal
was admitted to the
PGIMS, Rohtak. ‘

The police has registered a
case of causing death by

‘Buried in pit, woman labourer dies

- negligence against contrac- -

tor Santosh Kumar of Mad-
hya Pradesh and driver of
the JCB Machine Dharas
mender, engineer of the
construction company Man:
gat Ram, and the company's
deputy manager Vikas.

A senior police official
said the matter was
being investigated, .
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